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Bursary opportunities at Streatham & Clapham High School 
Streatham & Clapham High School prides itself on drawing 
strength from the Girls’ Day School Trust (GDST) and being 
united on a mission to help girls learn without limits, so that 
they can lead lives without limits. We have a proud history of 
providing financial assistance towards school fees, ensuring 
that girls from all backgrounds are able to access a GDST 
education. 

If you are considering applying to Streatham & Clapham High 
School for Year 7 or Year 12 entry but are concerned about 
the affordability of full fees, we invite you to read this guide 
and discover more about the financial assistance opportunities 
available via the GDST bursary award scheme.

A bursary is a means-tested award offering financial support to families towards covering some 
or all their school fees at Streatham & Clapham High School. The assessment is conducted 
centrally within the GDST, and you will need to provide proof of income and other information 
regarding your resources and assets. GDST will assess whether you meet the criteria for eligibility 
with fee assistance.  

Further information on the bursary programme can be found on the GDST website here.  

What is a bursary? 

We offer bursaries so that a GDST education is accessible to the best and the brightest girls, 
including those who are not able to pay full fees. The key difference between a bursary and a 
scholarship award is that a bursary is means-tested, and a scholarship is not.  

Bursary awards take your family’s financial situation into consideration when assessing the award, 
which is directly related to the income and financial resources of the pupil’s family.  

A scholarship award, whether this is academic, sporting, artistic, dramatic or musical, is merit-
based and awarded purely in recognition of a student’s achievements and future contributions to 
the school in their discipline. Scholarship awards do not take a family’s income or resources into 
consideration and are measured based on our entrance criteria. 

What is the difference between a bursary and a scholarship? 

“The impact of being awarded a bursary has been life-changing for my daughter. 
My daughter was a quiet, shy person before she joined, but now she made so many 
friends, being involved with the school community (she is in the academic school 
council team), and participating in music events, as well as representing the school in 
some sport activities. 

SCHS’s fantastic education, together with wide range of co-curricular activities, 
are allowing my daughter to be able to achieve her full potential and find the areas 
which are her strength and build on them from early years. 

She always liked music, but at SCHS due to the numerous performance opportunities 
she managed to go up by 3 grades within a year, and is now preparing for her grade 
8 exam. 

For us, to see her happy, and with a growing confidence, means the world.” 

Bursary Parent

Mr Anatoly Reeves
Head of Admissions

https://www.gdst.net/schools/bursaries/
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Do you provide additional grants, aside from financial assistance 
with school fees?
We understand that there are additional costs associated with a pupil’s education aside from 
school fees. As such, if you are in receipt of a bursary award of 95% or more, pupils qualify for 
additional grants in the form of: 

•	 Free school lunches 
•	 A uniform grant towards core items 
•	 School trips that are required as part of the curriculum 
•	 School trips involving the whole school year 
•	 Free school transport (if you live more than 3 miles from school) 
•	 A laptop device grant to be used towards purchasing or renting a device 
•	 Free music lessons for one instrument 

*	 (For pupils wishing to pursue other interests instead of music, for example, drama or 
sports, approval must be sought in writing from the Head) 

•	 No additional costs for public examinations 
Please note that school textbooks and stationery are not included in any grants and do not form 
part of our school fees.  

How many pupils at SCHS receive a bursary award?
As of January 2023, over 6% of our students in our Senior School community are in receipt of a 
means-tested bursary award. This equates to just over 40 pupils in the Senior School and Sixth 
Form who benefit from the scheme, with over half of these pupils in receipt of a full 100% award.

Bursary awards range from 30% to 100% of fees. For bursary awards covering less than 100% of 
the school fees, families will be responsible for paying the remaining balance. 

The number of awards available may vary from year to year and this depends on the local 
demand, as well as the amount of funding available.  

Pupils in receipt of a bursary award totalling 95% or more are also eligible for additional grants 
to cover some day-to-day school essentials. Further information on additional grants, including 
details on eligibility and application procedures, is provided on the next page.

How much is a bursary worth?

Can I apply for both a bursary and a scholarship award? 
Yes, it is possible for a pupil to be in receipt of both a bursary and a scholarship award.  

Please note that all candidates for Year 7 entry are automatically assessed for an Academic 
Scholarship but separate applications are required to be considered for Specialist Scholarships 
in Art, Drama, DTEI, Music and/or Sport. If you would like to complete a Year 7 bursary award 
application, as well as an application for a Year 7 Specialist Scholarship, then you will need to 
complete a separate form for each in your admissions portal. 

Students applying for Sixth Form in Year 12 who want to be considered for any Scholarship 
opportunity - whether Academic, Art, Drama, Music or Sport - must complete a separate form 
for each scholarship type in your admissions portal. 
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How do I know if I am eligible for a bursary?
We are only able to make bursary awards for pupils joining us in Year 7 and Year 12. We are 
unfortunately not able to award bursaries at any other occasional place entry point. 

The GDST considers a range of objective criteria when assessing who is eligible for a bursary 
award, including the income and capital resources of the families applying.  

Most higher-value bursaries are awarded to pupils from families with a total income of less than 
£49,500 and who have no capital assets other than their home. It is highly unlikely that a bursary 
would be awarded to a family whose annual income is greater than £107,500.

How long does a bursary last? Can it be changed or withdrawn? 
It is anticipated that bursary awards will last for the duration of the pupil’s time at Streatham & 
Clapham High School. However, bursary awards are subject to an annual re-assessment process 
that will consider any significant changes in family income or circumstances. A bursary may 
therefore increase or decrease to reflect such changes. This is to ensure that those most in-need 
continue to receive support from the GDST and benefit from the bursary programme.  

In rare and exceptional circumstances, a bursary award may be withdrawn if, for example, 
incorrect information has been provided at the point of application or re-assessment, or if your 
child’s behaviour or work ethic is unsatisfactory.  

Will applying for a bursary disadvantage my child’s application?
All bursary applications are assessed centrally within the GDST and independently from the 
Admissions office at Streatham & Clapham High School. As such, we carefully assess all 
candidates to our school in the same holistic way and a bursary application will have no bearing 
on our decision when reviewing performance in our entrance assessments. We expect that all 
pupils must achieve the same academic standard in our admissions assessments to be offered a 
place.  

How do I apply? 
To apply for a bursary, you must first complete a registration form with Streatham & Clapham High 
School. You will not be able to commence a bursary application until you have completed your 
main registration form. When completing your registration form, please indicate that you wish to 
apply for a bursary at the end of the first page titled Child’s Basic Details.  

The bursary application portal is open from mid-September for families with pupils in Year 6 and 
Year 11. Please see further information below on when to apply.  
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When do I apply? 
The GDST bursary award application portal is open from mid-September for families with pupils in 
Year 6 or Year 11. You will not be able to apply for a bursary if your child is outside of these year 
groups.  

If you have indicated on your registration form that you wish you apply for a bursary and have 
completed a full registration to Streatham & Clapham High School, we will contact you via email 
to let you know that the bursary portal is open for you to submit your application. As part of your 
bursary application, you will need to upload your supporting financial documents to GDST. Please 
do not commence a bursary application before this time.  

You will need to ensure that your main registration form is completed by 30 October 2026. The 
deadline for the bursary applications is 3 November 2026 for Year 7 and 16 October 2026 for 
Year 12.  

As it may take some time to gather the required evidence, we recommend familiarising yourself 
with the bursary application as soon as the portal is open and to submit it well in advance of the 
deadline. The bursary application portal will close on 3 November and we will not be able to 
consider late applications beyond this date.  

Do I have to pay a registration fee? 
We can waive your registration fee if you are both: 

•	 Intending to apply for a bursary and; 
•	 In receipt of universal credit (formerly child tax credits), pupil premium or free school meals.  
Please note that we will request up-to-date evidence of the above to be sent to the admissions 
office before a registration fee waiver can be applied. In the instance that a registration fee 
waiver has been applied but you have not proceeded to submit a bursary application, you will be 
required to pay the registration fee prior to your daughter sitting our admissions assessment in 
November 2026.  

To discuss a fee waiver, please email the admissions office via admissions@schs.gdst.net or call 
020 8677 8400.  

“My first year at SCHS has been amazing. The school has really nice people and a 
lot of new opportunities for everyone. I participated in some clubs, like drama club 
and athletics. I enjoyed playing hockey as well as being in multiple music ensembles, 
such as ACE (Advanced Chamber Ensemble) and orchestra. 

There were numerous opportunities to play solo performances at the school, no 
matter what level you are. I decided to play something different each and every 
time, which helped me to do my grades even faster. I was grade 5 when I started 
the year and now I’m preparing for my grade 8 saxophone exam.

The older girls in the school are very kind and helpful, and the overall atmosphere 
is so friendly. I particularly like my Kinza sessions, especially my last one which is 
skateboarding. Really hard to pick a favourite subject, as they are all interesting, but 
probably my top 3 are: Chinese, computer science and maths. I’m particularly proud 
of being in the top set in maths. I’m so happy I can be part of the SCHS community”

Year 8 Bursary Award Holder

Key Dates

Friday 30 October 2026 11+ Registration Deadline

Tuesday 3 November 2026 11+ Specialist Scholarships and Bursaries Application 
Deadline

11 - 13 November 2026 11+ Group Observation Activity & Creative Writing Task

Saturday 5 December 2026 ISEB 11+ Assessment at SCHS

Tuesday 2 February 2027 Offers Sent Out

Tuesday 9 February 2027 11+ Parents Q&A

Thursday 25 February 2027 11+ ‘Carpe Diem’ Offer Holders’ Day

Wednesday 3 March 2027 11+ Offer Acceptance Deadline (midday)

mailto:admissions@schs.gdst.net


Senior School
42 Abbotswood Road

London 
SW16 1AW

Tel: 020 8677 8400

Email: admissions@schs.gdst.net


