
 

End of Summer term letter from Mr Mylne 

Dear Parents,  

We have reached the end of an arduous year. Despite the considerable challenges we 

have faced it is one I am extremely proud to have been able to steer the Prep through. My 

personal leadership skills, and that of my Prep leadership team, have frequently been 

tested. The abilities of all our staff have been under monumental scrutiny. The demands 

placed upon yourselves during your time as home educators, have never been easy. All of 

us have contended with our own personal difficulties and circumstances. Despite this, 

collectively, we have not been found to be lacking.   

This is because we share the common goal of providing the very best support we possibly 

can for your daughters and, in turn, this spurs all of us on to achieve such great things; 

a GHL programme that we are proud of, a dynamic and evolving hybrid home/school 

delivery that enables those required to be at home to work alongside those in school, 

digital skills that continue to evolve apace and a pastoral offer that focuses on managing 

the increasing levels of anxiety and places the well-being of both pupils and staff, at the 

core of what we do. I could cite many more examples.  

It can feel remote with parents being denied access beyond the outer gates. For those 

families who are new to the school, one of the hardest aspects of SCPS life has been to 

get to know other parents. Similarly, the girls have been restricted to ‘bubbles’ and social 

occasions have been, in the main, remote. Being able to embrace the ‘family’ ethos of the 

Prep is, I think, my biggest concern.  It is at the very heart of our offer and it is my greatest 

wish that we can move with more freedom in the new term. With caution, we will hope to 

remove some of the restrictions for September and I will be in touch concerning what this 

will look like in practice before reopening. 

So, despite the hardships, what continues to make SCPS such a super place to teach and 

learn? Why is it that, overwhelmingly, I see the girls arrive in the morning with a spring in 

their step and, at the close of the day, they leave with a grin on their face?  It is because, 

whilst across the board the girls have made rapid progress, we measure our success by 

the opportunities taken and not only the results they achieve. The girls are not faced with 

an endless pressure to ‘work harder’ or ‘do better’. Instead, we match our resources to the 

needs of the girls and measure their achievement in being able to play in a team, speak in 

a group, say what they feel, share what they have done and present what they are proud 

of. It is in the confidence they show, the articulacy they express, the flexibility they 

develop and the independent decisions they arrive at. It is about the support they provide 

for their peers, the bonds they develop with the teachers and the mutual fun we 

all share every day.   
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Below are just some of the things that have been taking place recently.  

Drama  

Two theatre productions have been performed professionally filmed. The Adventures of 

Super Stan for our Year 6 girls and There's No Business Like Showbusiness for our Year 

4. LAMDA assessments took place as well and we expect the results imminently.  

Music  

The choir have been busily practising and performed in our Upper School 

Summer Concert, which was delivered in two installments, before and after the half term 

break. In addition, Years 4 and 5 have enjoyed an afternoon Songfest, singing their own 

repertoire of popular tunes. Several girls progressed through to the next grade of 

their ABRSM music examinations with superb results. 

Sports  

No less than four separate Sports Days were held. Our Year 4 to 6 Upper School girls 

went to Tooting Athletics Track, and the Year 3 girls, Lower School and Early Years 

staged theirs on our all-weather pitch. Throughout, enjoyment and sportsmanship were so 

evident as the girls tried their very best on behalf of their Houses. I am delighted to say 

that Cricket fixtures and festivals began again; hopefully a portent of a more fully 

developed fixture list to come in the new term.   

Academic Highlights - Mrs Loach writes: 

At the heart of our offer, throughout the pandemic, has been our ever evolving GHL 

provision. Our parent survey carried out last term shared that over 90% of our families felt 

our offer was ‘outstanding/good’ in its delivery. Staff across the school have worked 

tirelessly to deliver creative and exciting ‘online’ lessons for your girls and both the girls 

and staff have been expert in using a wide range of digital platforms to enhance both the 

teaching and learning across curriculum areas. Recent assessments completed by the 

girls showed that the vast majority of girls at the Prep had made ‘expected’ or ‘higher than 

expected’ levels of progress in their learning – this is an exceptional achievement in the 

circumstances and the girls should be accoladed for their efforts. 

Creative Days and Activities  

The Unstable Earth and Chocolate themed days in Year 5,  Aztec Adventures in Year 4, 

Ancient Greece in Year 3, In the Garden in Year 1 and 2 and Minibeasts in EYFS have 

been this term's Creative Day offers. They are always such highlights for the girls with 

food tastings, performance, art activities and outdoor exploration, often a feature. We also 

had a super Discovery Animation digital workshop for Years 1 and 2. 

The annual Doris Ellis Upper School award for poetry reading was judged by Mrs Fiona 

Smith, our chair of the Local Governing Board, and Imogen C (6G) was awarded the 



prize for her rendition of the Seamus Heaney poem, Blackberry Picking. The Opalia art 

prize went to Isla F (4B) for her piece entitled The Love between Us. Our GDST Creative 

Writing finalists did not win overall honours but their work was highly praised in the 

feedback received from the judges.  Of course, Reception and Nursey had no end of fun 

with their special water play day. I should also give a mention to Clemmie and Hettie, 

respectively Ms Austin Jones' and Ms Baker's dogs, who, after persuasive letters were 

written to me, were allowed on-site for day visits. Stella, my dog, was not at all jealous! 

Educational day visits  

I am delighted that the Year 5 girls were able to enjoy their visit to 

the Chocolate Museum in Brixton. Year 1& 2 had a super day at the Royal Horticultural 

Society gardens at Wisley. Planned, with a little more fun in mind, was the Year 6 trip to 

the Brighton Palace Pier and seaside.  

House and Sports Cup  

The House Cup for the greatest number of House points was awarded to Simone. 

The Sports Cup went to Lovelace, taking into account the collective tally from all the age-

group events. A special House Day is about to go ahead as I write.  

Well-being days  

We have run two days this term. In April, the theme was Finding Your Brave and this 

featured Qigong, dance, running, origami, Cosmic Yoga, bath-bomb making and Search 

and Rescue orienteering. Our most recent one was Summer Relaxation and it featured 

cake-decorating, cooking and other mindful crafts.  

Prize Giving  

This year's Upper School Prize Giving will be on Thursday 8th July at 2pm. Although 

parents will not attend, we will be presenting the full array of awards in recognition of 

the achievement, in and outside the class, of individual girls.   

Year 6 final few weeks  

Our Class of ‘21 deserve a special mention and a proper send-off from the Prep. We don’t 

call them leavers as so many move on to SCHS, but they have contended with the 

consequences of such  stringent restrictions throughout their last five terms at 

SCPS that we were determined to give them a rich send-off. This included 

the aforementioned trip to Brighton, a staff versus girls rounders match, a picnic on 

Tooting Common, a ‘Fun Friday’ afternoon and a mini-fair. We were also able to film their 

Individual Memories as a special tribute to them. 

The Year Ahead  



The Prep is flourishing, and the pupil roll for September will be over 260 girls. 66 of these 

girls will be new to SCPS. Much has, and will continue to be done, to accommodate this 

growth.  

Facilities  

The need for additional spaces and break-out rooms has prompted us to reconfigure 

classes in the Lower School and EYFS. During the holiday the existing Reception space 

will be converted into Year 1 and 2 forms and the ground floor will be made into a Nursery 

and Reception space. Separate information has been sent concerning these changes by 

myself and Ms Lockyer. This, in effect, will make a Pre-Prep of 84 girls. We will be moving 

many of the Upper School forms as well so there will be great excitement for many of the 

girls when they return. 

Staffing  

Ms Rachel Barnes joins us from our sister GDST school, Wimbledon High Juniors, to 

teach a Year 6 form. An English specialist with a high-level expertise in 

supporting specialist learning needs, she brings a wealth of knowledge after many years of 

teaching in both the independent and state sectors.  

Ms Emily Gopaul joins us as our new Head of Prep Art. She has great experience as an 

arts education advisor and as an art teacher, as well as being an artist in 

her own right. Many thanks to Ms Cindy Francis for overseeing the art teaching during this 

interim term  

Ms Ashley Rogers becomes the Year 5 teaching assistant. With a background in 

Childhood Studies and school experience with children of many different ages and 

abilities, she will be a great asset to our teaching support team. In effect, she 

replaces Ms Rachael Ward, who is a qualified History teacher, and will be leaving her Year 

6 TA role and taking up a post at Brentwood School. We will miss her greatly and I know 

she is following her teaching ambitions for which I applaud her. Many of our teaching 

assistants will be moving forms, and your daughters are aware of this already after the 

Transition Morning last week so there will be plenty of changes for next term.  

Ms Claire Pandey, who has teaching experience both in and outside of the UK, will be 

starting in September as our new Year 1 form teacher. Although Mrs Hannah Milton will be 

with us at the start of the new term, she will not be taking a form and will shortly afterwards 

head off on maternity leave.  

Ms Naomi Austin Jones will be leading the Lower School phase in an acting capacity. We 

have restructured this role a little. She is based in Year 3 and will head up Years 1, 2 & 3. 

The latter year group, although still an Upper School cohort, will be overseen separately to 

Year 4, 5 and 6, so that the balance of classes and number of pupils is easier to manage.  



Mrs Keren Wheeler will become the third Year 5 form teacher and teach Maths to the 

girls.  

Mrs Jane Hayes will no longer be a form teacher. Instead, she will be overseeing and 

supporting  PSHE programme throughout the Prep. Her role has significantly grown in 

recent times, and I am delighted to demonstrate that our commitment to the pastoral well-

being of the girls is an absolutely priority. She will also be teaching small group Maths and 

English lessons as part of our targeted curriculum interventions. 

Ms Sarah McKee embarks upon initial teacher training. This will be school based and 

means that, building on her Early Childhood degree background, she will lead the teaching 

in our Nursery as she gains qualification during the year. It is so vital that we support 

colleagues into teaching roles, and we are delighted that we can do this. Ms Lockyer will 

be closely mentoring her, as well as working across both EYFS classes. 

You may also have been aware that there has been a change in our catering providers. 

This has meant that Jacqui Fraser, who ran the Prep and, latterly, the Senior kitchen has 

moved on to new projects. We thank her for her service here and the wonderful food she 

served.  

Outdoor Learning   

We have been given the go ahead to commence Phase 3 of our Outdoor Learning 

project during the Michaelmas half-term holiday. Phase 1 was the all-

weather pitch and initial opening up of the outdoor space. Phase 2 was the installation of 

the low-rope play area. The new development, working with our partner, Timotei, will 

include landscaping, pathing, growing spaces, a mud-kitchen, a shelter, a fire-

pit and environmental areas.  

Friends  

The Friends have had a successful year, all things considered. Some of their headline 

events have not been able to proceed, but they have been there in support of 

the school; raising money, helping with events and introducing new families, throughout. I 

would like to thank Kate Deeley, mother of Bea in Year 4, as she steps down from her co-

chair role and restarts her teaching career. I am delighted that Bobbi Isaac will be joined 

by Natalia Acevedo, mother of Saskia (Rec) and Alexia (1M) as the new co-chair. With a 

new committee and fresh impetus, I hope they have a very successful year ahead.  

Finally...  

I wish to thank you all for your support this year. When one has been at a low 

ebb, a timely email saying ‘thank you’ has buoyed me or members of my team, 

immensely. The relationship we have between parents and staff at SCPS is incredibly 

strong and I thank you for this. My staff team now need a break. They have been superb. 

Premises and the cleaning team for keep us safe and secure, the front-of-house admin 



and, of course, the teaching staff. All of them have constantly shown their resourcefulness 

and adaptability. As I said at the start of this letter, they have faced great pressures. 

I can’t thank them enough for their efforts and wish them a very well-deserved 

holiday. On their behalf I will add that, if you were to show your appreciation in only one 

way, it would be to ensure that next year we reduce the email traffic they receive. Let them 

focus on your girls and making sure that they plan and deliver the very best they can. I will 

write more about this at the start of term.  

A brief reminder that collection on Friday July 9th is between noon and 12.30pm, 

depending on the age of your daughter.  

I wish all of you a lovely summer. Whatever you plans, I hope you keep safe and well and 

we will see you, fresh and reinvigorated, in September.  

  

With my best wishes, 

  

Tom Mylne 

  

Head of Prep 

 

 


