
 
Dear parent, 
 
I am writing to you to let you know the iPads have arrived in school and our ICT Operations team are 
preparing them for your daughter. The cases, keyboards and pens are due to arrive on Friday, 3rd 
September. This may mean we do not have time to unbox them on Friday and make them available for 
your daughter that day. If this is the case then we will distribute the case, keyboard and pen during 
Computer Science lessons during the week beginning 6th September. 
 
The remainder of this message only concerns families whose daughter will bring their own iPad 
to school. 
 
If your daughter is bringing her own iPad to school we will get her device connected to the school 
network on 3rd September. Please remember to ask your daughter to bring her ipad clearly labelled. 
Below is a reminder of what you will need to do before she brings her iPad to school. 
  
 
Initially, a small suite of Apps is required, and they can be downloaded from the Apple App Store. All the 
apps are free to download but will require activation using a SCHS email address to activate the full 
functionality. This will mean you will need to wait to sign-in to the apps once term commences 
when your daughter’s email will be created. 
 

 
 
The Microsoft apps you should install are: 

 Microsoft Outlook (Access to school email and calendar) 

 Microsoft Excel 

 Microsoft Word 

 Microsoft PowerPoint 

 Microsoft OneNote (Note taking app with ability to add files and share work with teacher; works 
with a stylus) 

 OneDrive  
 Microsoft Teams (This will be used to interact with teachers, the school, other pupils. It is also 

used to set, submit, and mark homework, as well as share resources.) 
 
The Microsoft Apps providing versioning, so previous versions of a piece of work can be retrieved and 
with OneDrive you can restore mistakenly deleted files. All these apps allow pupils and staff to 
collaborate in real time. These apps can also be accessed online via PC on https://email.gdst.net 
 
The other apps that may be of benefit are: 

 Apple Keynote 

 Apple Numbers 

 Apple Pages 

https://email.gdst.net/


 iMovie 
 
There may be other apps that departments require, such as ones for photo editing, multilingual 
dictionaries, news sites, or augmented/virtual reality. Other resources will be accessed online using a web 
browser. However, these can be downloaded once the term has begun. 
 
I would also recommend looking at the setting in iOS on the iPad. The relevant settings are Do Not 
Disturb, and Screen Time. In Screen Time, you can also setup Down Time, Communication 
Limits, and Always Allowed apps.  
 

 
 
More information can be found here and here. 
 
Finally, I would recommend that you check for any software updates on your device. It is worth noting 
that iOS 14.6 has been available since May, and I would recommend its installation. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mr Paul Frost 
Head of Digital Learning 
p.frost@schs.gdst.net 

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT208982
https://mashtips.com/ios-screentime-downtime/#:~:text=How%20to%20Set%20Downtime%20on%20iOS%3F%201%20Open,below%20the%20option%20Downtime.%20...%20More%20items...%20

